U.S. Announces National Health IT Week

wisdom is knowing what you don’t know

The National Health IT Week Coalition has announced the third
annual National Health IT Week, which will be held June 9-13,
2008, in Washington, DC.

National Health IT Week 2008 is the leading forum for
developing common ground to advance adoption of the health
information technologies transforming health and care in the
US. The week brings together information technology and
interconnectivity vendors, hospital and provider organizations,
payers, pharmaceutical/biotech companies, government
agencies, industry/professional associations, and consumer
protection groups. During National Health IT Week, these
public and private entities collaborate to advance HIT adoption
with “one voice, one vision.”

The week is a broad-based partnership effort to strengthen
relations between private industry and the public sector in

pursuit of the President’s goal of widespread interoperable
electronic health record adoption by 2014.

Last year’s National Health IT Week partners shared the national
spotlight:

* May 14-18, 2007, declared National Health IT Week by
Senate Resolution 202

 Press Conference showcasing bipartisan Congressional
support of health IT and related legislation. Seven members
of congress including Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI),
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), Representative Patrick
Kennedy (D-RI), Co-Chair of the 21st Century Health Care
Caucus, Representative Phil Gingrey (R-GA), Representative
Charlie Gonzalez (D-TX), Representative Dennis Moore
(D-KS) and Representative Tim Murphy (R-PA)

0 In the first half of 2007 alone, the pace of such activity
accelerated to the point that 41 states introduced 168
Health IT bills, and governors in 11 states have signed 13
health IT-related bills into law.

« 60 partner organizations voluntarily participated and
supported National Health IT Week

« National Health IT Week Web site received more than 13,000
page views and nearly 4,000 unique visitors

« National Health IT Week earned 1.9 million positive media
impressions

« A majority of partners participated in marketing efforts:

0 Partner marketing included e-mail blasts to more than
310,000 unigue health IT stakeholders

o Event information and newsletter articles were promoted
by 24 web sites

National Health IT Week 2008 activities will unite stakeholders
to facilitate and strengthen industry/government connections
and maximize impact of bi-partisan HIT legislation. The many
shared benefits of partnership include participation in the
following activities and events:

* NHIT Week hosted events

NHIT Week partner events

HIMSS National Leadership Summit

Technology Showcase

Advocacy Day training and meetings on Capitol Hill

Media event on Capitol Hill

National Health IT Week 2008 will coincide with several partner
events, including HIMSS Advocacy Day '08 - an event that
promises to exceed 2007 attendance levels of from 40 states
and over 60 associations.
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Report Suggests that Canada at the Bottom in 30 Country Healthcare Survey

In terms of value for money, Canada ranks at the absolute
bottom in a health-care comparison of 30 countries, according
to a new report from the Stockholm/Brussels-based Health
Consumer Powerhouse (HCP) and the Frontier Centre for Public
Policy, released today.

The detailed comparison of healthcare in Europe and Canada
ranks Canada 23rd for consumer sensitivity in healthcare. The
Euro-Canada Health Consumer Index marks the first time that
Canada is included in the comprehensive benchmarking exercise
that analyzes consumer responsiveness among 29 national
European healthcare systems.

“The news about medical outcomes is somewhat better,
however,” Rebecca Walberg, one of the report’s researchers and
the Social Policy Analyst at the Frontier Centre, said. “The 30
day mortality rate for Canadian patients who suffered a heart
attack is a very low 11.1%, which indicates excellent hospital
treatment. For infant mortality and cancer five-year survival
rates, we are in the middle of the European pack.”

Health Consumer Powerhouse President Johan Hjertquist said
that the Index, which HFC first started producing in 2005, has
led to significant changes in some EU countries. “Following

the release of our 2006 European Health Consumer Index,

the Danish government added more money to improve Danish
healthcare. In Ireland, its poor ranking caused a media outcry
and intense political debate that resulted in pressure for reform.
In Sweden, significant steps toward public ranking of healthcare
were also taken.”

The Index is based on the simple question: “How well are the
needs of consumers met?”

In the area of patient rights and information, Canada lags far
behind most of Europe, the report concludes. “Because our
system is oriented towards providers,” Walberg said, “rather
than the system’s users, consumers do not receive meaningful
guarantees of timely and effective treatment. In successful
European healthcare systems there are strong patient rights
laws. Because Canadians lacks such rights, Canadians are
treated as passive patients, rather than empowered consumers.

”

Nowhere is this more apparent than with regard to waiting times,
she said. “It’s certainly not news to Canadians that diagnosis and
treatment waits in Canada are long. But it is a surprise to see
that we finish at the very bottom of the Index in this area.”

One indicator of the generosity of a healthcare system, she
added, is cataract surgery. “Canada received the highest score
possible here. Unfortunately, as a whole, Canada provides much
less to its residents than most European states.”

Pharmaceuticals is one area, she added, in which Canada w
performs poorly. While the top ranked healthcare states in

Europe provide public funding for over 90% of all spending on
drugs, in Canada just 38% of prescription costs are publicly
paid. “This level of commitment,” she said, “gives us a failing
grade in this area.”

“Furthermore, most provinces lack a publicly available formulary
that explains in layman’s terms what drugs are covered, and
under what circumstances. Compared to Europe, new drugs

in general are available in Canada for over a year before they
are eligible for public funding. Lowering the ceiling for drug
subsidies, and promptly including effective new drugs in the
formulary, would improve access and also outcomes.”

According to the Index, Canada’s performance is consistently
between poor and adequate. The only countries doing worse, it
points out, are rehabilitated former East Block states.

The Index includes a “Bang for the Buck” metric, which
assesses each state’s performance in the context of how much is
spent on healthcare per capita. From this perspective, Walberg
said, Canada falls to the very bottom, getting the least value for
money of all 30 of the countries analyzed.

“The Euro Canada Health Consumer Index shows that we do

a mediocre job of fulfilling our commitment to excellent and
accessible healthcare,” she said. “The Austrians, the French,
and the Dutch enjoy better and more accessible healthcare
than we do, and at a lower per capita cost. There is no reason
why Canada cannot improve and reach a similar level, and the
release of the Index marks an important new tool to use to this
end.”

About Health Consumer Powerhouse

Health Consumer Powerhouse is a leading European provider

of consumer information on health care. The Powerhouse
dedicates ideas and resources to the development of consumer
empowerment action. We analyze health care and compare the
outcomes, designing consumer information tools like health care
system and llinesses indexes, consumer press and education.
We are a registered Swedish entity working from Stockholm and
Brussels and soon also in Canada.

About the Frontier Centre for Public Policy

The Frontier Centre for Public Policy is an independent think
tank with offices in Winnipeg and Regina. Its mission is to
explore options for the future by undertaking research and
education that supports economic growth and opportunity.




