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IMPROVED PATIENT OUTCOMES THROUGH MEANINGFUL
USE OF EMRS BY ONTARIO PHYSICIANS

Ontario physicians using Electronic
Medical Records (EMRs) are reporting that
EMRs enable them to improve patient
care and operate more efficient practices.

“Ontario’s doctors know firsthand the
important role that EMRs can play in
supporting the advancement of our
patients’ care,” said Dr. Mark MacLeod,
President of the Ontario Medical
Assaciation. “Physicians using EMRs
report that patient safety has improved
and continuity and overall quality of care
has improved. We will continue to work
hard to achieve our shared goal with the
provincial government of ensuring every
patient has an electronic medical record.”

OntarioMD has been funding and
supporting over 5,0001 community
physicians to adopt EMRs since April
2005 as part of eHealth Ontario’s EMR
Adoption Program. OntarioMD collects
EMR user surveys to evaluate the success
of the Program and identify areas for
improvement. Since 2008, more than

2,000 surveys have been collected.

Dr. Stephen Chris, Board Chair,
OntarioMD, said: “There is a lot of
discussion about meaningful use and
EMRs right now. Physicians participating
in Ontario’s EMR Adoption Program

have eagerly adopted EMRs, and shown
remarkable levels of meaningful use of
EMRs since we first measured use in 2008.
The latest 2010 survey results show further
improvements in patient outcomes and
even greater EMR use.”

Greg Reed, CEO of eHealth Ontario,
noted that, “Considering that the majority
of your health information is collected and
managed by your family doctor, it is an
absolute must that physicians successfully
adopt EMRs within their practice in order
for ehealth to be a success. Working
closely with our partner OntarioMD,
Ontario now has more physicians using
EMRs than any other Canadian jurisdiction
combined.”

The latest survey results for 2010 clearly
illustrate that physicians using EMRs are
producing positive results including:

e 90% are using EMRs regularly to write
and renew prescriptions;

e 90% are regularly receiving and
managing lab results electronically, up
from 82% in 2008;

92% are using their EMRs to enter their
encounter notes, eliminating the need
for paper records;

e 73% felt they were primarily paperless,
up from 60% in 2008.

OntarioMD is a subsidiary of the Ontario
Medical Association. It manages the EMR
Adoption Program on behalf of eHealth
Ontario, which oversees and funds the
Program.

For more information, contact Paul
Kilbertus, Communications Manager,
OntarioMD at:
Paul.kilbertus@ontariomd.com
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These individuals have earned their CPHIMS-CA, the professional credential for Canadian health
informatics professionals. All “CPHIMS-CAS” are posted at www.coachorg.com/CPHIMS-CA.
(Names are listed in alphabetical order by surname.)
Name Location Name Location
Rawle Jude Bachoo Winnipeg, MB Richard Mraz Toronto, ON
lan Chambers Winnipeg, MB Ryan O’Hara Winnipeg, MB
Angela Copeland Toronto, ON Alex Omsen Winnipeg, MB
Kelly Hinds Winnipeg. MB Pavel Platonov Winnipeg, MB
Helen Konrad Winnipeg, MB Michel Raimondo Edmonton, AB
Liz Loewen Winnipeg, MB Ailsa Shanks Winnipeg, MB
Margarita Loyola Victoria, BC Swetlana Signarowski  Toronto, ON
Scott McMillan Montreal, QC Natalie Thickson Winnipeg, MB
Shawn Morrison Mississauga, ON Peter Welch Kingston, ON
Gui Wong Aurora, ON
Visit www.coachorg.com/CPHIMS-CA for details about the
Vancouver Exam Sitting and Winter CA Review Course.
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